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with the executive. Orders were given that every member of
the society should endeavour to procure a gun, bayonet, and
ammunition, or, if this was not possible, a pair of pistols, or at
least a pike.1

In a letter from Arthur O'Connor to 0. J. Fox, a copy of
which fell into the hands of the Government, the following
description is given of the state of public opinion in Ulster.
'The people of the North,' he wrote, cthough perhaps the best
educated peasantry of Europe, were violently agamst any con-
nection with the papists, and the linen manufacture has always
been esteemed a peace offering to the Northerners for the in-
justice our trade and manufactures have suffered, to aggrandise
England. This was the state of things before- this war, but now
it has undergone a total change. The Presbyterians of the
North have sought with uncommon zeal an union with the
Catholics and Protestants. They have instituted societies in
the nature of masons and friendly brothers, which have spread
rapidly throughout the whole island ; they bind themselves by
,a voluntary oath to promote brotherly love and affection amongst.
Irishmen of every religious persuasion, to promote a reform, and
never to disclose anything that passes in the society. This, you
may rely on it, is the whole of the test which is termed treason-
able, and for which so many of the most respectable people in
trade and manufacture have been imprisoned. I speak from cer-
tainty, having myself taken the test.' The United Irishmen, he
says, wait for c an opportunity to speak their sentiments,3 which
will only be when they have c a decided majority of the nation.'
c The Defenders, who were an unthinking, oppressed people, act-
ing without any rational view, have seen their errors, and are
mostly become United Irishmen. But their opponents in
Armagh are of a new description. They have an oath which
binds them to support the Protestant ascendency, and every
underhand means have been used by Government to instiirate
them against the United Irishmen; but they have begun i-*
see their error, and are joining the Union in great numbers.7 2

Among the Government informers there was an English

1 See the Report of the Committee     McXevm, and Emmet.
of Secrecy  of  the House  of  Lords          - A. O'CYmivT to C. J. Fox,  Dt-c.

(1798), and the evidence of O'Connor,     2-i, 17%.    (L>.i'.O.)
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